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SUBJECT MATTER

Birth of a New World probes into the climate crisis while centring 
the role of humanity within it. Merchant titles her work after 
natural phenomenon and conditions that extend outwards from 
earthly scenes like that of a harvest to intergalactic events. In 
“Tantalus”, the mythological figure is rendered in blue, 
submerged in receding waters and reaching out to branches that 
evade its hands. Merchant employs the myth as a telling of the 
current predicament we find ourselves in, grappling with 
unattainable desires and wants as a consequence of our 
indulgences and greed. In “Gates of Horn and Ivory” and 
“Harvest, A Land of Plenty”, we see a simultaneity, a 
convergence of realities as multiple events unravel on the two-
dimensional picture plain. While the former questions the notions 
of truth in our ever-evolving dreams, the latter’s political 
significance lies in the way “it seems to allude to the plunder that 
we indulge in, with our incredibly insensitive handling of our 
planet and its resources”, says Paul Abraham. In a brief 
conversation with the artist, she mentions how she actively or 
passively, inserts herself in this narrative, not just as an observer 
but also a participant, as the recurring crow-headed figure 
present across her paintings. In its entirety, the work is a 
contemplation “on the crossroads” we stand at, where our 
collective actions will perhaps determine our realities as well as 
imagined futures.
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